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RECOMMENDATIONS



PREAMBLE

Whereas We, the undersigned participants of the Fourth International Youth and
Land Governance Conference (CIGOFA 4) from 40 Countries of the across the
globe, drawn from youth organizations, Civil Society Organisations (CSOs),

Non- Government Organisations (NGOs), traditional leaders, Indigenous
communities, academia, government, and global partners, convened at Mount
Meru Hotel in Arusha, Tanzania from the 20th -24th October 2024, acknowledge
the following

« That the African continent faces a myriad of challenges in the administration
and management of its land and natural resources, ranging from weak
governance systems (or multiple unharmonized systems), outdated land policy
and legal frameworks, blatant land grabbing, environmental degradation,
climate crisis, urbanization/ migration pressure amongst others.

« That the African youth; a unique and unreplaceable resource of the African
continent, lacks effective mechanisms to engage with statutory and customary
land governance processes, and has been marginalized thus perpetuating
cycles of inequality and disempowerment.

« That, even where governments have tried through policy reforms to eliminate
discriminatory practises and empower the youth to enjoy their land rights,
implementation of the law and other requisite policies is still a challenge.

« That the young African men and women’s meaningful involvement in land
governance and secure is critical to ensure the prevailing challenges can be
curtailed and/or overcome.

« That Gender Equality and Social Inclusion (GESI) is critical in the acceleration
of youth land rights.

« That enhanced tenure security for the youth is critical to transform agriculture,
promote economic development, promote food security, curtail vulnerability,
marginalization and poverty in a sustainable way towards achieving durable
peace and stabilization.

« Thatinspite of anincreased willingness demonstrated by many stakeholders at
various levels and spaces to include the youth and women in land governance,
there still exists a lack of actionable and durable solutions from the youth and
for the youth.






SPECIFIC RECOMMENDATIONS

This part summarizes the succinct recommendations from the conference targeting
different critical actors that can accelerate youth land in Africa

1.2

1.3

1.4

1.5

1.6

1.7

TO THE REGIONAL
INSTITUTIONS

Foster the uptake of regional
frameworks that would promote
youth-centred land governance.

Recognize the value of the youth's
contribution to tenure governance
and creating of safe spaces for
youth dialogues matters land.

Strengthen multi-stakeholder
partnerships and collaboration for
youth-sensitive land governance

Support and bolster capacity and
knowledge for the youth to ensure
effective contributioninland-related
policy formulation, implementation,
and monitoring.

Enable active youth participation in
decision-making processes around
land governance at regional and
international levels.

Support youth-led initiatives
aimed at securing and/or making
sustainable investments on land.

Identify, document, promote,
replicate, and or scale up youth-led
initiatives aimed at addressing the
challenges that exacerbate young
people’s vulnerability on the land
such as climate change, conflicts,
the shrinking of the democratic
space, unsustainable food systems
and unfriendly social norms, among
others.

2.
2.1

2.2

2.3

2.4

2.5

2.6

2.7

2.8

TO GOVERNMENTS

Develop and implement youth-
centredland-relatedpolicyandlegal
frameworks, in order to mainstream
youth land considerations in the
multi-faceted nature of land tenure
issues.

Create safe spaces for youth
participation in land governance
and promote young people’s land
rights.

Design and support the
implementation of inclusive projects
promoting  youth-centred land
governance.

Support active youth participation
in  decision-making  processes
around land governance at local
and national levels through positive
discrimination policies,  which
include embracing international
and regional best practices.

Promote active participation of
the youth initiatives aimed at
addressing the challenges that
exacerbate their vulnerability to
such as climate change, conflicts,
the shrinking democratic space,
unsustainable food systems and
unfriendly social norms.

Establish and strengthen youth-
centred protection systems in
consultation with both state and
non-state actors.

Ensure and promote legal protection
for young land rights defenders.

Promote, recognise and appreciate
traditional land governance
systems that are youth friendly.
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3. TOTHE CSOS AND PEOPLES

3.1

3.2

3.3

3.4

3.5

ORGANIZATIONS (POS)

Advocate active youth participation
in land-related  decision-making
processes from the local, National,
Regional to the international levels

Generate [support production of
disaggregated data on youth land
rights in view of informing decision-
making  processes and foster
evidence-based  strategies and
meaningful engagement in programs
targeting youth.

Generateuptodateinformationonthe
status of youth land rights situation at
country levels and undertake public
education of relevant stakeholders
on the challenges faced by the youth
for secure land tenure and identify
options for solution.

Undertake collaborative advocacy
towards the enhancement of Youth-
led and Youth-Centred effective
contribution in land related policy
formulation, implementation, and
monitoring.

Advocate for legal protection of young
land rights defenders

4.

4.1

4.2

4.3

4.4

TO TRADITIONAL
LEADERS/AUTHORITIES

Align traditional systems with youth
friendly practises and norms to
accelerate youth land rights in
different contexts from local level.

Promote youth engagement in
intergenerational dialogues on land
and ensuring meaningful youth
involvement in local decision-making
processes.

Address  youth-unfriendly  social
norms to foster secure land tenure for
young people, including young girls.

Promote and recognize youth
land rights in the traditional land
governance systems — for example
Communal land ownership for Ips and
Customary Land ownership systems.



5. TOTHE YOUTH OF AFRICA
5.1

5.2

5.3

5.4

5.5

5.6

Actively involve in policy dialogues
to have impactful and meaningful
engagement matters land tenure
and seek to understand the roles and
responsibilities of land rights and land
use.

Build capacities to increase potential
to influence decision-making
processes and use land efficiently
and sustainably.

Raise awareness on challenges
facing youth in securing land tenure.

Produce disaggregated knowledge
on the challenges and solutions
for a youth-sensitive better land
governance.

Take leadership in promoting and
defending youth land rights.

Develop score cards |/ monitoring
tools for monitoring progress of youth
land rights.



6. TO YOUTH INITIATIVE

FOR LAND IN AFRICA (YILAA)
AND THE YOUTH LAND MULTI-
STAKEHOLDERS PLATFORM IN
AFRICA (YLMPA)

6.1

6.2

6.3

6.4

6.5

6.6

Build peers’ capacities to increase
their potential to influence decision-
making processes and to use the
land efficiently and sustainably.

Expand the requisite  spaces
dedicated to youth land rights to a
maximum of young people willing to
engage.

Facilitate Joint resource mobilisation
initiatives to promote youth land
rights across the continent.

Facilitatedissemination ofinformation
of partners’ work to encourage
sharing and learning.

Take leadership in promoting and
defending youth land rights.

Develop score cards |/ monitoring
tools for monitoring progress of youth
land rights.

7. TO RESEARCH INSTITUTIONS

7.1

7.2

7.3

7.4

Develop education curricula on land
rights to ensure that young students
have a good understanding of their
prerogatives regarding land.

Support and collaborate with young
researchers to promote evidence-
based advocacy [research works on
youth land rights.

Produce disaggregated and
accessible  knowledge on the
challenges and solutions for a youth-
sensitive land governance.

Develop youth centred repositories
that store/showcase knowledge
products that accelerate the
actualization of youth land rights.

8. TO THE PRIVATE SECTOR

8.1 Facilitate sustainable investments
which are free from land grabbing
and ensure meaningful involvement
of the youth into the land-based
investment dialogues.

8.2 Facilitate open dialogues with
communities, including young people
for inclusive decision-making on the
land-based investments in the target
areas.

8.3 Promote transparent and
accountable community benefit
sharing mechanisms from the local
level context.

8.4 Create opportunities and innovative
financing frameworks which are youth
friendly to facilitate access credits for
land related projects.

9. TO DEVELOPMENT PARTNERS

9.1 Involving youth in land-related
decision-making processes at local,
national, regional, and international
levels.

9.2 Fund projects that aim at promoting
youth-centred land policies and
practices in Africa, including but not
limited to capacity building, data
generation, advocacy, and land
restoration.

9.3 Support governments in developing
and implementing youth-friendly
legal frameworks on land governance.

9.4 Support and promote the Youth led
Land platforms for example the Youth
and Land Multistakeholder Platform in
Africa (YLMPA) and the International
Conference on Youth and Land
Governance in Africa (CIGOFA).

9.5 Develop instruments for funding that
are more accessible to youth and
youth organizations.

9.6 Appreciate and support context-
oriented solutions to youth land
related challenges.
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TANZANIA

IMTTIMATIONAL YOUTH AKO LAMD GOVIINANCT COMTIDNGCE

On this day, 23" October 2024, | agree to and append my signature
to the recommendation of CIGOFA 4: The Fourth International

Youth and Land Governance Conference held at Mount Meru Hotel
in Arusha, Tanzania.
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www.yilaa.org

| youth4landinafrica@gmail.com

Abomey-calavi, Benin, West Africa (Location)

International NGO / R / 4544 of March 14™, 2023 (Tanzania Registration)
2020/N°189/MISP/DC/SGM/DAIC/SAAP-ASSOC/SA of July, 20th, 2020 (Headquarter Registration)
Cell : 4255 74 75 03 50, Arusha, Mwanza-Tanzania
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On this day, 23" October 2024, | agree to and append my signature
to the recommendation of CIGOFA 4: The Fourth International
Youth and Land Governance Conference held at Mount Meru Hotel

in Arusha, Tanzania.
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www.yilaa.org
| youth4landinafrica@gmail.com
Abomey-calavi, Benin, West Africa (Location)

2020/N"189/MISP/DC/SGM/DAIC/SAAP-ASSOC/SA of July, 20th, 2020 (Headquarter Registration)
Cell : 4255 74 75 03 50, Arusha, Mwanza-Tanzania
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L < TANZANIA

On this day, 23" October 2024, | agree to and append my signature
to the recommendation of CIGOFA 4: The Fourth International
Youth and Land Governance Conference held at Mount Meru Hotel
in Arusha, Tanzania.
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On this day, 23" October 2024, | agree to and append my signature
to the recommendation of CIGOFA 4: The Fourth International
Youth and Land Governance Conference held at Mount Meru Hotel
in Arusha, Tanzania.
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www.yilaa.org
| youth4landinafrica@gmail.com
Abomey-calavi, Benin, West Afrlca (Location)

International NGO[ R / 4544 of March 14", 2023 (Tanzanla Registration)

2020/N°189/MISP/DC/SGM/DAIC/SAAP-ASSOC/SA of July, 20th, 2020 (Headguarter Registration)
Cell : +255 74 75 03 50, Arusha, Mwanza-Tanzanla



'“Wnlqao.g )¢ CIGOFA

w a dynamilc youth for land TVARATIGAL TOUTH RO LAG OOVIRAnCY COMUSACE

TANZANIA

On this day, 23" October 2024, | agree to and append my signature
to the recommendation of CIGOFA 4: The Fourth International

Youth and Land Governance Conference held at Mount Meru Hotel
in Arusha, Tanzania.
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www.yilaa.org

| youth4landinafrica@gmail.com

Abomey-calavi, Benin, West Africa (Location)

International NGO / R / 4544 of March 14™, 2023 (Tanzania Registration)
2020/N"189/MISP/DC/SGM/DAIC/SAAP-ASSOC/SA of July, 20th, 2020 (Headquarter Registration)
Cell : 4255 74 75 03 50, Arusha, Mwanza-Tanzania
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On this day, 23" October 2024, | agree to and append my signature
to the recommendation of CIGOFA 4: The Fourth International

Youth and Land Governance Conference held at Mount Meru Hotel
in Arusha, Tanzania.
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| youth4landinafrica@gmail.com

Abomey-calavi, Benin, West Africa ( Location)

International NGO / R / 4544 of March 14*, 2023 (Tanzan nia Registration,

2020/N°"183/MISP/DC/SGM/DAIC/SAAP-ASSOC/SA of July, 20th, 2020 (Headquarter Registration)
Cell : +255 74 75 03 50, Arusha, Mwanza-Tanzana



On this day, 23" October 2024, | agree to and append my signature
to the recommendation of CIGOFA 4: The Fourth International
Youth and Land Governance Conference held at Mount Meru Hotel
in Arusha, Tanzania. D%/ '
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Let’s implement for the Africa we want.

Y gy
R & gu’”'\}“ﬁ
2
%

)

! GROUPE DE LA BANQUE AFRICAINE
AL fi OF DEVELOPPEMENT
Y NSTZ
=

Union (&) {ﬁ} @ {CODE &)

Afrlcal ne (1 — RECONCILE YouthLand

EEMA LMD AL

~ T : YLMPA ™ —v— WS _
lond WA G (e UPC — ",

M Ny’ : R wEESReLeesn (RN (LANDETRCK



